Questionnaire

Working title of study: The sustainability of minority group community service providers: The Irish in Luton

Head researcher: Mr J. McElhatton  -  jmcelhatton@btinternet.com

Purpose of the study: You are being invited to participate in a research study. The purpose of this study is to gain information about second and third generation men and women of Irish descent living in, or near to, Luton.           Specifically, this study aims to understand the degree to which these peoples engage with their Irish cultural heritage and, in particular, the Luton Irish Forum community service provider.

*NOTE* - The term ‘of Irish descent’ relates to anyone whose parents or grandparents are/were members of the large Irish-born population who travelled from Ireland to Britain during the post-WW2 decades (1940s/50s/60s/70s). 

Participants & procedure: You are being asked to participate in this study because you are of Irish descent and live in, or near to, Luton, England. If you volunteer to participate in this study, you will be asked to complete several   questions and report general demographic information. 

Benefits of Participation: The benefits to you as a participant in this study include the knowledge that you are helping us learn more about the maintenance and future sustainability of Irish culture in Luton, England, and in the recommendation of ways in which minority community service providers can continue to provide vital  facilities into the future. 

‘Community service provider’ – defined, in this context, as an organisation that acts to promote the identity and culture of its members, to advise, educate and support its members on a range of important issues, whilst also        remaining fully committed to community cohesion and working with those of different ethnic / cultural backgrounds.   

This is an anonymous survey (which means that the research team will not gather any information that could track your answers back to you), so we encourage you to be honest with your replies.

Introductory questions (The following 11 questions attempt to gather some general demographic information  -  please put a Y for yes in the appropriate text box):
1.
To what generation of Irish decendence to you belong?
2. What is your gender?


Male                         Female
3.
To what age category do you belong?


Under-18

18-27


28-37


38-47


48-57


58-67


68+

4.
What is your current marital status?


Single      
       Partnered   
  
         Married   

          Legally separated             

Divorced           

  Widowed    

          Other

5.
Do you suffer from a disability or long-term limiting health condition?
     


Yes         
               No

If yes, please specify in space below:
6.
Please specify the number of children you have, if any in the space below:
7.
To what level of standard education have you achieved throughout your lifetime?


None 

      Primary   

     Secondary   

     Further education        

Bachelor’s degree      

  Master’s degree      

 Doctorate        
8.
To what religious affiliation do you currently belong, if any?


No religion

Christian

Buddhist

Hindu


Jewish        

 Muslim       
  
Sikh 

     
   Agnosticism 
 
       Other 

Other religious affiliation, please specify in space below:

If Christian, which branch, please specify in space below:
9.
Did you attend a faith school as a child / young person?


Yes                   

     No

If yes, please specify which faith in the space below:
10.
What is your current occupational status?


Self-employed     


 Full-time employed 
   

  Part-time employed


 Temporary employment    
 Voluntarily unemployed    
    Unemployed, but seeking employment


Unemployed, resulting from health / disability      

  Student   

     Retired

11.
To what category of household income did you belong last year?


Below-£19,999                 £20,000 - £44,999                    £45,000 - £69,999                    £70,000+

Identity (The following 12 statements, and 1 question, attempt to understand the degree to which you identify with your Irish cultural heritage  -  please mark the strength of your agreement on a scale from strongly disagree to strongly agree by putting a Y for Yes in the appropriate grid cell / text box):
	
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Agree
	Strongly agree

	12.
	I am proud of my Irish roots
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	‘Irishness’ is an important part of my self-image
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	The Irish community are treated equally among Luton’s multicultural society
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	I go out of my way to buy Irish foods and produce
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	I feel part of an Irish           community in Luton
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Children / young people of Irish descent should learn about Irish culture
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	I am proud to be a part of Luton’s diverse cultural society
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	I feel free to discuss / exhibit aspects of my Irish roots among wider society
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	I feel there is a stigma attached to being ‘of Irish descent’
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	There is a place for greater 

cultural education in schools
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
	I holiday in Ireland on a regular / semi-regular basis
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	The ‘Irish’ should be considered 

an ethnic minority group
	
	
	
	
	


24.
With which national identity do you most closely associate?


English     
    
 Irish  
  
      
Scottish

 
         Welsh


Northern Irish   

       British 

      British-Irish

          Irish-British

Other national identity (single or hybrid), please specify in space below:
Community Organisation (The following 8 questions attempt to understand your degree of attachment to community service provision in Luton  -  please put a Y for Yes in the appropriate text box / grid cell):
25.
Do you currently engage, on a regular or semi-regular basis, with any community service provider / 
organisation / charity / church in Luton?


Yes              

          No

If yes, please specify in the space below:

The Luton Irish Forum, based at Kathleen Connolly House, Hitchin Road, Luton, is the primary Irish community service provider in Luton. With a membership of over 800 people, the service is open up to seven days a week, and provides information and advice, skills development, health activities and information, social and cultural events. The Luton Irish Forum exists primarily to promote Irish identity and Irish culture and heritage, and to improve the quality of life of the Irish community, mainly but not exclusively.  

26.
Prior to awareness raised in this questionnaire, were you aware of the existence of the Luton Irish 


Forum?

Yes                       
 No

If no, please skip to question 29.

27.
Do you currently engage, on a regular or semi-regular basis, with the Luton Irish Forum?


Yes             
                No

If yes, please skip to question 29.

28.
Can you specify any reason/s why you do not currently engage with the Luton Irish Forum? Please write in the space below:
29.
The table below displays a selection of services / activities that the Luton Irish Forum currently offer and may consider offering in the future. Please mark in COLUMN A any services / activities you currently engage with at the Luton Irish Forum, and in COLUMN B any you may be interested in engaging with in the future. Please put a Y for Yes in the appropriate grid cell:
	Currently offer
	A
	B
	May offer in the future
	B

	I attend the St. Patrick’s Day parade / festival
	
	
	Alcohol / drug advice workshops
	

	Social events / family fun days
	
	
	Higher education advice 

(i.e. University choices / apprenticeships)
	

	Employment advice
	
	
	Mind / body / spirit classes

(e.g. Yoga / Pilates)
	

	Debt advice
	
	
	Irish culture education classes
	

	Benefits / pensions advice
	
	
	Inter-generational workshops
	

	Housing / homelessness advice
	
	
	Single parent support group
	

	Disability advice
	
	
	Young person support group
	

	Appeals support
	
	
	Foreign language classes
	

	Travel / passport advice
	
	
	Literacy workshops
	

	Health promotion workshops
	
	
	Numeracy workshops
	

	Pipe band
	
	
	Genealogy workshops
	

	Choir
	
	
	Musical instrument classes
	

	Computer skills classes
	
	
	Dance classes
	

	Holidays in / relocation to Ireland advice
	
	
	Drama / amateur dramatics
	

	Irish language group
	
	
	CV preparation
	

	Literary group
	
	
	Parents + Tots classes
	

	Multi-cultural activities
	
	
	Card playing
	


Any suggestions / specific comments, please specify in the space below:

30.
Do you feel there is a place, and a need, for community service provision in Luton today?


Yes               
         No

31.
Do you feel that community service providers (e.g. Luton Irish Forum) can continue to exist past the 
generation they originally sought to assist (i.e. the Irish-born population of Luton)?


Yes                                No

32.
Do you listen to any Irish radio shows (e.g. Luton Irish Live with Jim Caraway on Diverse FM 102.8 / 
The Irish Radio Roadshow with Gerry Byrne on BBC Three Counties Radio) on a regular or semi-
regular basis?


Yes                                No
Thank you for your time in answering this questionnaire. Your thoughts and opinions are very much appreciated. If you would like to receive an e-mail copy of the final report, due Apr 2010, please provide your e-mail address in the space below:
FURTHER RESEARCH

As part of the research, we may like to talk in more depth to some people about their experiences of being ‘of Irish descent’ and of community service provision in Luton. 

Please indicate if you would be willing to take part in further research, and provide us with a contact number and/or e-mail address:


Take part in a focus group
(small group discussion about community service provision in Luton)



Take part in a one-to-one interview
(with head researcher J. McElhatton)

Contact, please specify in space below (these will only be used to contact you about further research):













































































































































































































































































































































































































































