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Clothing Collection  
 

Our next clothing collection is Thursday 19th 
November. Bags are now available and we can 

take clothes, handbags, soft toys and shoes. 
All monies raised will go to providing  services to 

our community. 

Irish Language Group  

Meets the third Wednesday of every month  
1.30pm to 3pm  

 

at Kathleen Connolly House, Hitchin Road, Luton  

Come along, share your knowledge and 
learn with each other. 

No need to book - for more info call Nicola on  
01582 720 447 or email nicola@lutonirishforum.org.  

 

Do you read The Luton News or The Dunstable Gazette? 

We are still collecting the community cash points which you 
can find in The Luton News and The Dunstable Gazette at 
the bottom of page 2. Please help us by collecting these 
points and hand them in to staff at Kathleen Connolly 
House. 

General Meeting  
 

General Meetings are open to all members 
of LIF and we would encourage you to 
come along and take part. 
 

The next members meeting is Wednesday 11th 
November at 7pm at Kathleen Connolly House. 
There will be a presentation by the welfare 
service.  

Family Fun Day  
We held our first Family Fun Day on Saturday 

26th September. The day raised £658 which 

will go towards LIFõs various services. 

Attractions included crafts, cakes, BBQ, 

refreshments, bric - a- brac, tombolas, childrens 

games and an opportunity to throw wet sponges 

at Tony Murphy who bravely volunteered to get 

in the ôstocksõ to help us raise funds. 

A great day was had by all and our sincerest 

thanks goes to all those who helped make the 

day possible by 

volunteering their 

time to help plan, 

set and run the 

day. Special 

thanks to Shelia 

McNevin for all 

her hard work in 

making craft items 

for us to sell and 

also to Cllr Lynda 

Walmsley, Mayor 

of Houghton Regis 

who came along to 

support us on the 

day.  Learn to Dance like ôStrictlyõ 
Regular  1 hour dance lessons covering 
Ballroom and Latin American Dances.  

 

Sessions are currently  
Mondayõs 3.45pm to 5pm.  

 

but from Monday 9th November 
the session will be 10.30 -11.30am  

 

at Kathleen Connolly House  
102 Hitchin Road, Luton  

 

Come with a partner or come along 
and pair up with a friend  

 

Each session will cost £1.50 per person  

Christmas Party  
Saturday 5 December   2pm to 4pm  

Kathleen Connolly House  

 

On Saturday 5 December at 2pm, Santa will be making a 
visit to us at Kathleen Connolly House. Children can visit 
Santa, receive a gift and have their photograph taken for 
£4; brothers and sisters from the same family will be £3 
each   
 

Children can have fun at the Christmas Disco, with the 
party games and karaoke whilst the adults will be able to 
relax and enjoy a complimentary glass of ómulled wineô 
and a mince pie. 
 

If you would like to beat the queues for 
Santa, why not book your place?  
 

Please let us know the names and 
ages of children attending by Friday 
27th November. For more info or to 
book call us on 01582 720 447.  



Cultural Discovery Boxes Launch  

The changing nature of the UK and 
potential for tension to arise now 
makes it ever more pressing for us to 
work towards community cohesion, 
fostering mutual understanding within 
schools so that valuing difference and 
understanding what binds us together 
become part of the way pupils think 
and behave    é If children are to 
become the successful learners, 
confident individuals and responsible 
citizens, understanding and respecting 
their own and othersô cultures, 
religions and identities is essential. 
 
 
Saturday the 19th of September marked the launch of Luton Irish Forum (LIF) Cultural Discovery Boxes Project at 

Stockwood Park Discovery Centre. Over the last 6 months, LIF has worked with community representatives to create 

10 Cultural Discovery Boxes.  These Boxes are a cultural resource for schools and community groups and contain 
community specific materials which are user friendly, aiding a range of learning styles. 

 

Communities that have been represented to date include Irish, Pakistani, 

Bangladeshi, Caribbean, African and Gypsy, Traveller and Roma.  LIF extends 
an invitation to 4 more communities that have not been represented, to get 

involved before the Project ends in October. 
 

The launch provided over 300 members of the public the opportunity to view 
the contents of the Boxes.  Community representatives from all the 

contributors were at hand to answer questions about their culture and to 
explain the contents of their box including stories, music, games, pictures, 

recipes and objects. 
 

Local and visiting guests included: Mayor of Houghton Regis Councillor Lynda 
Walmsley, Lord Bill McKenzie, Council Leader Hazel Simmons, and 

representatives of the Project Steering Group, the Federation of Irish Societies 

and local schools. 
 

Visitors had the opportunity to view oral history recordings, and were treated 
to refreshments, sweet and savoury snacks of each culture.  There were a 

number of cultural specific activities for children including: making a rainbow 
mobile, colour in the Gypsy, Traveller, Roma and African images and make a 

yarn doll. 

Research into Second and Third Generation Irish in Luton 
Southampton University researcher Mr J. McElhatton, working in collaboration with the Luton 

Irish Forum, would like to invite those of Irish descent to participate in a research study. 

Constructed specifically for second and third generation Irish descendents, a short, single-

page questionnaire is now available from the Luton Irish Forum or online at 

www.lutonirishforum.org.  

 

If your parents or grandparents were born in Ireland we would be grateful if you could spare 

five minutes to fill out the questionnaire and return it when complete. If you would like a 
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currently live in or near Luton please approach a member of staff. Your thoughts and opinions 

are very much appreciated. Thank you. 


