The Irish in Luton
The post war years of the 50’s saw many Irish people move to the UK in search of a better life. Most were drawn to the major cities and the surrounding areas. These people had a positive affect on industry and services, working in construction to rebuild and develop the UK infrastructure, in hospitals as nurses and care workers, and the newly developing car industries. 

Many of Luton’s Irish community came here after first moving to London, as Luton provided a close escape from London for many who wanted to buy a house, but could not afford to do so in the capital. In the 50’s, 60’s and early 70’s there was a great influx of Irish labour into Luton. The 2nd phase, development of Vauxhall Motors, the enlargement of SKF, Electrolux, Commer Cars and the development of the M1 and local housing estates had created a huge demand for labour in and around Luton. Very soon Luton became home for thousands of Irish. Most of them lived in digs (lodgings). This combination of factors led to a large Irish community in Luton. The Irish community have built churches and parish clubs, which have been centres for the community to socialise and take part in Irish cultural activities, such as step dancing, Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (traditional music) and Gaelic sports.

In 1997 The Commission for Racial Equality published a report on discrimination and the Irish community in Britain and at the same time the new Labour government was encouraging community groups to be more proactive in the lives of their communities. The Luton Irish Forum (LIF) took up the initiative and began to provide for the welfare needs of the Irish community. Over the next 12 years LIF has continued to provide for the welfare needs of the Irish community and has a successfully secured purpose built community centre, Kathleen Connolly House.

